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Old Soul 
by Susan Barker 

 
In New Mexico, a woman and a teenager hike in the desolate, parched 
Badlands. But what does the sophisticated Therese want from 17-
year-old Rosa, a hotel cleaner she only just met? And who is the 
masked man following them?  
  
In Osaka, two strangers miss their flight and end up at dinner together 
in an empty hotel. As the evening wears on, teacher Jake discovers 
that Mariko’s twin brother died in circumstances eerily similar to 
those surrounding the death of his friend Lena a decade earlier. And 
like Lena, Mariko’s brother had crossed paths with a beguiling woman 
no one has laid eyes on since.  
  

Following the traces this woman left behind as she moved from country to country, Jake gathers testimonies 
from other troubled souls who encountered her: an ex-dancer whose husband died in Kyoto in 2011; an 
elderly man in rural Wales who lost his adolescent daughter in 1987; a painter in Leipzig whose muse 
disappeared in 1968; and a retired woman in Budapest whose family was shattered by tragedy in 1957. 
  
At the end of his quest, Jake discovers a sculptor in Taos County, New Mexico. She knows the woman 
better than anyone—and might just hold the key to who, or what, she is.  
  
Part horror, part western, Old Soul is innovative and entertaining; a fearlessly original story reminiscent of 
Michel Faber’s Under the Skin crossed with Cormac McCarthy’s No Country for Old Men and Oscar Wilde’s 
The Picture of Dorian Gray. 
  
SUSAN BARKER is the author of three books. Her third novel, The Incarnations, was a New York Times 
Editors’ Choice and Notable Book, a finalist for the Kirkus Prize for Fiction in 2015, and a Waterstones 
Book of the Month. Kirkus proclaimed the novel a ‘deeply human masterpiece,’ while the New York Times 
praised its ‘mesmerizing storytelling,’ and The New Yorker described the book as ‘kaleidoscopically 
imaginative.’ An excerpt from Old Soul won a Northern Writers’ Award for Fiction in 2020, as well as 
funding from Arts Council England and The Society of Authors.  
 
Publication date: Fig Tree – Spring 2025 
 
Praise for previous title, The Incarnations: 
‘Astonishing, amazing… It’s the small sagas of Chinese history contained in the letters, together with 
Barker’s vivid descriptions of today’s China, that set this book apart as a work of considerable, if unnerving, 
importance… Beguiling, readable, intense.’ ― The New York Times Book Review 
 
‘Wildly ambitious… [Barker’s] dazzling use of language and natural storytelling gifts shine from every 
paragraph. As with David Mitchell, whose books can similarly hopscotch through times and places, each 
episode stands alone as a terrific tale in itself. Mesmerizing storytelling.’ ― The New York Times 
  
Rights sales for Old Soul: UK (Fig Tree), US (Putnam), Germany (Suhrkamp), Greece (Psichogios); 
Japanese co-agent: The English Agency; Film/TV rights: A24. 
 
Material available: Unedited manuscript (90k words) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
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The Confession 
by Charlotte Bigland 

 

They said they killed her. But they didn’t - you did. 
 
I should never have gone to her house. But I was desperate to ask her 
some questions about that night. About what she saw when Joe fell 
from the bridge. 
 
All I wanted was some honesty, for someone else to have seen what I 
saw. 
 
I never meant to hurt her. To push her. 
 
As she lay at the bottom of the stairs, blood pooling around her head, 

I knew it was the end for me too. 
 
I kept expecting the knock on the door, the police, the handcuffs. But it never came. 
 
On the news, they are reporting someone has come forward and confessed to her murder. 
 
But that can’t be true. Because her killer is me... 
 
CHARLOTTE BIGLAND grew up in Middlesbrough, before migrating to London for a more tropical 
climate, and to work as a terrorism insurance broker. When not telling anyone who will listen how warm it 
is, or the correct way to pronounce ‘bath’, she enjoys zhuzhing up the more mundane aspects of being a 
twenty-something-year-old by putting a fictitious, killer spin on them. 
 
UK publication date: Embla Books – 3rd October 2023 
 
Material available: Final PDF (256 pages) 
 
Agent: Amy St Johnston  
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The Anniversary 
by Stephanie Bishop 

 
♦ A New York Times Editor’s Choice ♦ 

 
For fans of Lisa Halliday and Susan Choi, a simmering page-
turner about an ascendant writer, the unresolved death of her 

husband, and what it takes to emerge on her own 
 
Novelist J.B. Blackwood is on a cruise with her husband, Patrick, to 
celebrate their wedding anniversary. Her former professor, film 
director, and cult figure, Patrick is much older than J.B.. When they 
met, he seemed somehow ageless, as all gods appear in the eyes of 
those who worship them. But now his success is starting to wane and 
J.B. is on the cusp of winning a major literary prize. Her art has been 
forever overseen by him, now it may overshadow his. 

 
For days they sail in the sun, nothing but dark water all around them. Then a storm hits and Patrick falls 
from the ship. J.B. is left alone, as the search for what happened to Patrick – and the truth about their 
marriage – begins. 
 
Propulsive and fiercely intelligent, The Anniversary is exquisitely written with a swift and addictive plot.  It’s 
a novel that asks: how legible, in the mind of the writer, is the line between reality and plot? How do we 
refuse the people we desire? And what is the cost, to ourselves, to others and to our art, if we don’t? 
 
STEPHANIE BISHOP is professor in Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia. In 2016 she was 
a Visiting Scholar at Oxford University’s Centre for Life Writing. Her criticism and fiction have appeared 
in the London Review of Books, the TLS, and the Sydney Review of Books. Her second novel, The Other 
Side of the World was named Literary Fiction Book of the Year in the Australian Book Industry Awards 2016 
and winner of The Readings Prize for New Australian Writing 2015. It was also shortlisted for the Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Awards, the Indie Book Awards and the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards as well as being 
longlisted for the 2016 Stella Prize. Her next novel, Man Out of Time was also longlisted for the Stella Prize, 
and shortlisted for the Christina Stead Prize for fiction. 
 
Publication date: W&N (UK) – 30th March 2023; Grove (US) – 18th July 2023 
 
Praise for The Anniversary:  
‘The first half of the novel is eventful and atmospheric… turns deliciously complex… In a virtuosic move, 
Bishop allows her narrator to recall the early days of their relationship in a romantic way only briefly before 
revealing the grotesqueness of the power imbalance between the lovers. The Anniversary is similar to 
contemporary books like Meg Wolitzer’s The Wife and Liane Moriarty’s Big Little Lies in the ways it tackles 
gender and power, but it offers the pleasures of the Gothic novel too — houses and relationships full of 
secrets, and a narrator with an uncertain grasp on reality.’ – The New York Times  

 
‘Dangerously readable…If only all literary novels were this engaging and this perceptive about human 
nature.’ – Observer 
 
Rights sales for The Anniversary: UK (W&N), US (Grove), Australia (Hachette), Germany (DTV), 
Hungary (Magveto), Italy (Marsilio), Romania (Trei); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni. Film/TV rights: 
Made Up Stories. 
 
Material available: Final PDF (400 pages) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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The Limit 

by Rosalind Belben 
 

A brief, potent, and audaciously written novel about a husband 
caring for his dying wife, and the shifting nature of their 

relationship as the end approaches. 
 
Anna has married an Italian seaman, Ilario. Beginning – and ending – at 
a point shortly before her death, the story told in The Limit draws upon 
her past and his future to focus attention, with increasing intensity, along 
the lines of narrowing perspective.  
 
In each chapter, dying becomes an appraisal of memory, a confession, 
perhaps, of secrets shared and not shared. In the ten years of the 
couple’s marriage, the limits of devotion had somehow to be reached.  

 
And yet, when Anna can no longer speak, appears to understand nothing, Ilario feels at his closest to her: 
Anna, so old, ill, and wasted, is a child again. 
 
The Limit, inevitably, is not about dying, but living. To read it is to have one’s perception and humanity 
heightened. 
 
ROSALIND BELBEN is the author of eight novels, including Our Horses in Egypt which won the James Tait 
Black Award in 2007. Her other novels include Hound Music, Choosing Spectacles, and Is Beauty Good. She lives in 
Dorset. 
 
UK publication date: New York Review of Books – 28th September 2023  
 
Praise for Rosalind Belben: 
‘I can’t think of anyone writing in English (with the possible exception of Beckett) whose prose is so 
beautiful.’ – David Plante 
 
‘I’ve always admired the work of Rosalind Belben, a truly original writer, who has gone her own way all her 
life.’ – Gabriel Josipovici 
 
Praise for The Limit: 
‘The grotesquerie is Swiftian, but the compassion is uniquely Miss Belben’s. The Limit becomes a great 
tribute to the overcoming strength of human love, and to the resilience of a human being even at the 
extremest margins of life. The book possesses the dying woman so amply as to make her, as we say--
broaching fiction’s deepest paradox--live.’ – Valentine Cunningham, New Statesman 
 
Material available: Final PDF (120 pages) 
 
Agent: Amy St Johnston  
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The Ministry of Time 
by Kaliane Bradley 

  
A boy meets a girl. The past meets the future. A finger meets 
a trigger. The beginning meets the end. England is forever; 

England must fall. 
 

A civil servant starts working as a ‘bridge’ - a liaison, helpmeet and 
housemate - in an experimental project that brings expatriates from 
the past into the twenty-first century. This is a science-fiction story. 
 
In a London safehouse in the 2020s, a disorientated Victorian polar 
explorer chain smokes while listening to Spotify and learning about 
political correctness. This is a comedy. 
 
During a long, sultry summer - as the shadows around them grow 

long and dangerous - two people fall in love, against all odds. This is a romance. 
 
The Ministry of Time is a novel about Commander Graham Gore (R.N. c.1809-c.1847) and a woman known 
only as the bridge. As their relationship turns from the strictly professional into something more and uneasy 
truths begin to emerge, they are forced to face the reality of the project that brought them together.  
 
KALIANE BRADLEY is an Anglo-Cambodian writer and editor based in London. Her short fiction has 
appeared in Granta, Somesuch Stories, The Willowherb Review, Electric Literature, Catapult and Extra Teeth, among 
others. She was the winner of the 2022 Harper’s Bazaar Short Story Prize and the 2022 V.S. Pritchett Short 
Story Prize. 
 
UK publication date: Sceptre – 14th May 2024 
 
Praise for The Ministry of Time: 
‘Holy smokes this novel is an absolute cut above! Exciting, surprising, intellectually provocative, weird, 
radical, tender and moving. I missed it when I was away from it. I will hurry to re-read it. Make room on 
your bookshelves for a new classic.’ – Max Porter, author of Shy 
 
‘Kaliane Bradley writes with the maximalist confidence of P. G. Wodehouse, but also with the page-turning 
pining of Sally Rooney. It’s thought-provoking and horribly clever - but it also made me laugh out loud.’  
– Alice Winn, author of In Memoriam 
 
‘An outrageously brilliant debut… This is already the best new book I will have read next year.’ – Eleanor 
Catton, author of Birnam Wood 
 
‘A fantastic debut: conceptually brilliant, really funny, genuinely moving, written in the most exquisite 
language and with a wonderful articulation of the knotty complexities of a mixed-race heritage.’ – Mark 
Haddon, author of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
 
Rights sales for The Ministry of Time: UK (Sceptre), US (Avid Reader Press), Brazil (Rocco), Croatia 
(Vorto Palabra), Czech (Beta), Finland (Tammi), France (Autrement), Germany (Penguin Verlag), Greece 
(Metaichmio), Hungary (General Press), Italy (Mondadori), Korea (Gimm-Young), Lithuania (Alma 
Littera), Netherlands (Prometheus), Norway (Kagge), Poland (Poznańskie), Romania (Litera), Slovenia 
(Ucila), Spain (Salamandra); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni; Film/TV rights: A24. 
 
Material available: Copyedited manuscript (90k words) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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 Universality 
by Natasha Brown 

 
A man is brutally bludgeoned with a solid gold bar. Journalist 
Hannah Nicholson sets out to uncover the truth surrounding this 
violent attack. But that’s not the mystery at the centre of this story. 
Instead, the resulting viral longform article poses the biggest 
questions: Who wrote it? Why? How much of it is true? 
 
Universality is a twisty, slippery descent into the rhetoric of truth and 
power. Through a voyeuristic lens, it focuses in on words: what we 
say, how we say it, and what we really mean. The Counterlife meets Bad 
Art Friend, with a dash of Herman Koch’s compelling nastiness, it 
plunges deep into the ugly, spectacular, appalling force of language. 
It dares us to look away. 

 
NATASHA BROWN is a British novelist. Her debut novel Assembly was shortlisted for several awards 
including the Folio Prize, the Goldsmiths Prize and the Orwell Prize for Fiction. Natasha was named one 
of Granta’s Best of Young British Novelists in 2023 and one of the Observer’s Best Debut Novelists in 
2021. 
 
UK publication date: Faber – Spring 2025 
 
Praise for previous title, Assembly: 

♦Shortlisted for the Folio Prize 2022, the Goldsmiths Prize 2021, the Orwell Prize for Political 
Fiction 2022, the Books Are My Bag Fiction Award 2021, the Betty Trask Prize 2022 and 

longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize 2022♦ 
 
‘Diamond-sharp, timely and urgent’ – Observer, Best Debuts of 2021 
 
‘Subtle, elegant, scorching’ – Vogue 
 
‘Virtuosic, exquisite, achingly unique’ – Guardian 
 
‘I’m full of the hope, on reading it, that this is the kind of book that doesn’t just mark the moment things 
change, but also makes that change possible’ – Ali Smith 
 
‘Exquisite, daring, utterly captivating. A stunning new writer’ – Bernardine Evaristo 
 
Rights sales for Universality: UK (Faber), France (Grasset), Germany (Suhrkamp), Norway (Cappelen 
Damm); Japanese co-agent: The English Agency. 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Assembly: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Little Brown), Arabic (Fawasel), 
Brazil (Alaude), Catalan (L’Altra), Denmark (Gyldendal), France (Grasset), Germany (Suhrkamp), Greece 
(Dardanos), Netherlands (De Geus), Norway (Cappelen Damm), Romania (Curtea Veche), Poland 
(Poznanskie), Portugal (Porto), Romania (Curtea Veche), Spain (Anagrama), Sweden (Wahlström & 
Widstrands), Taiwan (Chi Ming), Turkey (Ayrinti). 
 
Material available: Unedited manuscript (35k words) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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Bellies 
by Nicola Dinan 

 
‘I wore a dress on the night I first met Ming.’ 

 
It begins as your typical boy meets boy. While out with friends at a 
university drag night, Tom buys Ming a drink. Confident and witty, a 
charming young playwright, Ming is the perfect antidote to Tom’s 
awkward energy, and their connection is instant. Tom finds himself 
deeply and desperately drawn into Ming’s orbit, and on the cusp of 
graduation, he’s already mapped out their future together. But, shortly 
after they move to London to start their next chapter, Ming announces 
her intention to transition. 
 
From London to Kuala Lumpur, New York to Cologne, we follow Tom 
and Ming as they face shifts in their relationship in the wake of Ming’s 

transition. Through a spiral of unforeseen crises - some personal, some professional, some life-altering - 
Tom and Ming are forced to confront the vastly different shapes their lives have taken since graduating, 
and each must answer the essential question: is it worth losing a part of yourself to become who you are? 
 
NICOLA DINAN grew up in Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur, and now calls London home. She trained 
and practised as a lawyer before leaving the law to focus on writing. Bellies is her first novel, for which she 
was shortlisted for the Mo Siewcharran Prize. She is a graduate of the Faber Academy Writing-a-Novel 
course. Her work has appeared in Huck Magazine, i-D, Paper Magazine, Necessary Fiction and elsewhere. 
 
UK publication date: Doubleday – 6th July 2023 
 
Praise for Bellies: 
‘At its best, Bellies is as deep as it is chic, propelled by the good intentions dropped between different 
wavelengths, a sensitive study of the challenge of moving past judgment towards perception.’ ― Guardian, 
Book of the Day 
 
‘Nicola is an astounding writer and the book is smart, hilarious and deeply moving. I can’t wait for you to 
read it.’ – Elliot Page  
 
‘Beautiful and funny.’ – Torrey Peters, author of Detransition Baby 
 
‘[Dinan] writes with quiet authority, insight, and compassion. The result is a beautiful work of literature 
with fully realized, highly empathic characters; her treatment of Ming’s transition is superbly and insightfully 
handled. An important contribution to the slender body of transgender literature.’ – Booklist, Starred Review 
 
Rights sales for Bellies: UK (Doubleday), US (Hanover Square Press), Denmark (L&R), Spain (Urano); 
Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori; Film/TV rights: Element Pictures. 
 
Material available: Final PDF (300 pages) 
 
Agent: Monica MacSwan  
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The Seventh Son 
by Sebastian Faulks 

 
♦ The instant Sunday Times bestseller ♦ 

 
A child will be born who will change everything. 

 
When a young woman named Talissa answers an advert to carry a child, 
she cannot begin to imagine the consequences. 
 
Behind the doors of the Parn Institute, a billionaire entrepreneur plans 
to stretch the boundaries of ethics as never before. Through a series of 
IVF treatments, one they hope no one ever discovers, they set in 
motion an experiment that is set to upend the human race as we know 
it. 
 

Seth, a baby, is delivered to hopeful parents Mary and Alaric, but when his differences start to mark him 
out from his peers, he begins to attract unwanted attention. 
 
The Seventh Son is a spectacular examination of what it is to be human. Sweeping between New York, 
London, and the Scottish Highlands, this is an extraordinary novel about unrequited love and unearned 
power. It asks the question: just because you can do something, does it mean you should? 
  
SEBASTIAN FAULKS has written nineteen books, of which A Week in December and The Fatal 
Englishman were number one in the Sunday Times bestseller lists. He is best known for Birdsong, part of his 
French trilogy, and Human Traces, the first in an ongoing Austrian trilogy. Before becoming a full-time 
writer, he worked as a journalist on national papers. He has also written screenplays and has appeared in 
small roles on stage. He lives in London. 
 
UK publication date: Hutchinson Heinemann – 7th September 2023 
 
Praise for The Seventh Son: 
‘The Seventh Son is another strange and unsettling book from one of our most popular novelists; it’s also one 
of his best.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘A beautifully written novel. On the one hand you have love, kindness, responsibility; on the other 
monstrous arrogance and indifference to consequences.’ – Scotsman 
 
‘Extraordinary.’ – William Boyd 
 
‘His greatest novel yet.’ – Antony Beevor 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Snow Country: UK (Hutchinson Heinemann), Greece (Klidarithmos), 
Israel (Penn), Romania (Litera); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni.  
 
Material available: Final PDF (350 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Life Hacks for a Little Alien 
by Alice Franklin 

 
The Voynich Manuscript was discovered by a man called 

Wilfred Voynich in 1912, but it is not from 1912. The Voynich 
Manuscript is in fact very old; carbon dating has told us as 

much, and also it just looks old. It looks like someone’s parent 
or guardian has dabbed homework with a cold tea bag and 

then popped said homework in the oven – except it looks more 
convincing, more genuine, more old. 

As it happens, it is kind of colourful too. 
Anyway. You are sitting on the rug on the carpet, watching TV, 
and the smart woman on the TV is recounting the day her late 

husband said he had deciphered the Voynich Manuscript. 
 

Little Alien is a girl growing up in the South East of England in the nineties and noughties. 
 
Little Alien is autistic. She struggles to understand her body and her feelings, as well as other people’s 
expressions, words, and actions. 
 
Little Alien is fascinated by language.  
 
This is a story of the travails of growing up different. It’s about the path to find a life that fits when you 
yourself do not. Along the way, Life Hacks for a Little Alien is about a child’s growing obsession with 
language, and the Voynich Manuscript: an undecipherable text, written in an unknown script by an 
unknown author.   
 
Funny, warm and moving, with deeply memorable scenes and characters, Life Hacks for a Little Alien will 
appeal to lovers of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time and Eleanor Oliphant. 
 
ALICE FRANKLIN was awarded a full scholarship to study UEA’s MA Prose in 2019, where she achieved 
a distinction. The following year, she was longlisted for Penguin Random House’s WriteNow programme, 
and last year she was shortlisted for the Laura Kinsella Fellowship. She works as a copywriter by day. 
 
UK publication date: riverrun – Spring 2025 
 
Rights sales for Life Hacks for a Little Alien: UK (riverrun), US (Little Brown), Germany (DTV), Italy 
(Garzanti); Japanese co-agent: The English Agency. 
 
Material available: Edited manuscript (65k words) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Dogs and Monsters 

by Mark Haddon 
 

From the author of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time and The Porpoise, eight mesmerizingly imaginative, deeply-
humane stories that use Greek myths and apocalyptic nightmares 
to examine mortality, moral choices and the many variants of love. 
 
Greek myths have fascinated people for millennia, seeing in them lessons 
about fate, hubris and the contingency of existence. In Dogs and Monsters 
Mark Haddon digs into the heart of these ancient fables: Haddon sees 
them anew and demonstrates how modern humans are subject to the 
same capriciousness that obsessed the Greeks. 
 
The dawn goddess Eos asked Zeus to give her lover Tithonus eternal life, 

but forgets to ask for eternal youth. In The Quiet Limit of the World Haddon imagines Tithonus’ life as he 
slowly ages over thousands of years, turning the cautionary tale of tempting the gods into a spellbinding 
meditation on witnessing death from the outside, and ultimately, how carnal love evolves into something 
richer and more poignant with time.   
 
In The Mother’s Story, Haddon takes the myth of the minotaur, originally the spawn of the monstrous lust of 
the king’s wife Pasiphae, and turns it into a wrenching parable of maternal love for a damaged child and 
the true monstrosities of patriarchy. In D.O.G.Z. the story of Actaeon, turned into a stag after glimpsing 
the naked goddess Artemis and torn to pieces by his own hunting dogs, becomes a visceral metaphor about 
the ease in which an arrogant leader of a community can be cast out. 
 
With stark yet resolutely empathetic vision, Haddon’s supple prose showcases his astonishing powers of 
observation, of both the physical world and the workings of the psyche.   
 
MARK HADDON is an author, poet, illustrator and screenwriter. His bestselling novel, The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time, won seventeen literary prizes, including the Whitbread Award. His most recent 
novel, The Porpoise, was shortlisted for the 2019 Goldsmiths Prize. 
 
UK publication date: Chatto – September 2024 
 
Praise for The Porpoise: 
‘Just downright brilliant... a transcendent, transporting experience.’ – Observer 
 
‘A beautifully rendered retelling…[and] a gripping novel that, despite its rollicking plot, never feels 
relentless, and is often very affecting indeed.’ – Financial Times 
 
Rights sales for Dogs and Monsters: UK (Chatto), US (Doubleday); Japanese co-agent: The English 
Agency. 
 
Rights sales for previous title, The Porpoise: UK (Chatto), US (Doubleday), Czech (Argo), Italy 
(Einaudi), Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Spain (Salamandra), Russia (Eksmo). 
 
Material available: Unedited manuscript (80k words) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Followed by the Lark 
 by Helen Humphreys 

 
A novel as wise as it is tender, a meditation on the miracle of 

friendship and the heartbreak of change, Followed by the Lark 
inhabits the life of Henry David Thoreau. 

 
Composed in small scenes, Followed by the Lark is a novel of 
meditations—on loss, on change, on the danger and healing that come 
from communion with the natural world. 
 
Henry David Thoreau’s connection to nature was tied to his feelings 
of grief; before he was twenty-seven years old and went to live at 
Walden Pond, two of those closest to him had died—his older 
brother, John, and his friend Charles Wheeler. Nature provided solace 
for these losses, but the world was changing around him. The forests 

were being destroyed by the logging industry. Wildlife was increasingly slaughtered for profit and sport. 
The railroad clanged through his quiet hometown. And the catastrophes of the American Civil War were 
beginning to stir just as his own life was coming to an end. Haunting in its quiet spaces, in the way it 
imagines the missed connections in his relationships, Followed by the Lark is uncommon in its combination 
of scope and brevity, in its communion with its subject while still maintaining critical distance. 
 
Thoreau’s life in the early nineteenth century seems firmly in the past, but his time bears striking similarities 
to ours. As she explores these intersections in Followed by the Lark, Helen Humphreys elegantly, insistently 
illustrates how Thoreau’s concerns are still, vitally, our own. 
 
HELEN HUMPHREYS is an acclaimed, award-winning author of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Her 
work includes the novels The Evening Chorus, Coventry, and Afterimage, and the nonfiction books And a Dog 
Called Fig, The Ghost Orchard, and The Frozen Thames. She has won the Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize, 
the Toronto Book Award, and a Lambda Literary Award, and has been a finalist for the Governor General’s 
Literary Award for Fiction, the Trillium Book Award, and CBC Radio’s Canada Reads. 
 
US publication date: FSG – 13th February 2024 
 
Praise for previous title, And A Dog Called Fig: 
‘Helen Humphreys is original and observant about being with dogs, and being with oneself. Her textured, 
bighearted book is a great pleasure.’ – Meg Wolitzer, author of The Female Persuasion 
 
‘I read this book with a knowing smile; Helen Humphreys explores the troubles and rewards of animal 
companionship with great tenderness and insight.’ – Sara Baume, author of Spill Simmer Falter Wither 
 
‘Dogs are known to be a source of great comfort, and reading about dogs proves the same. In these 
tumultuous times, this might be just the book you’ve been looking for: part memoir, part meditation, 
thoughtful, lyrical, and completely wonderful. Long live Fig!’ – Karen Joy Fowler, author of We Are All 
Completely Beside Ourselves 
 
Rights sales for Followed by the Lark: US (FSG), Canada (Harper Collins), Italy (Playground Libri); 
Japanese co-agent: The English Agency.  
 
Material available: Edited manuscript (45k words) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Death on the Thames 
by Alan Johnson 

 
The third novel in the Detective Mangan series by award-

winning writer and former MP, Alan Johnson. 
 

There is blood in the water. And this is just the beginning... 
 
1999. As London prepares for the Millennium, a serial rapist is stalking 
the River Thames. A junior female police officer in a world dominated 
by men, Detective Constable Louise Mangan is desperate for the 
chance to prove herself, and when she brings in the culprit almost 
single-handedly, she believes the people of Hampton Court can rest 
easy at last. 
 
But the worst is yet to come. 

 
Soon word reaches the police of a deadly criminal operation at the heart of this leafy suburb. Now Mangan 
finds herself undercover, getting closer to answers each day. The truth is right there, hiding in plain sight 
on the water for all the world to see. But she needs to watch her step - the river runs deep, and no one will 
be there to catch her should she fall. 
 

ALAN JOHNSON was a Labour MP for 20 years before retiring ahead of the 2017 general election. He 
served in five cabinet positions in the Governments of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown including Education 
Secretary, Health Secretary and Home Secretary. He and his wife Carolyn live in East Yorkshire. Alan 
Johnson’s childhood memoir This Boy was published in 2013. It won the Royal Society of Literature 
Ondaatje Prize, and the Orwell Prize, Britain’s top political writing award. His second volume of memoirs, 
Please Mr Postman (2014) won the National Book Club award for Best Biography. The final book in his 
memoir trilogy, The Long and Winding Road (2016), won the Parliamentary Book Award for Best Memoir.  
 
UK publication date: Wildfire – 28th March 2024  
 
Praise for the Detective Mangan series: 
‘Johnson’s writing style is easy, relaxed, self-deprecating . . . impressive.’ – Observer 
 
‘Johnson writes wonderfully.’ – Telegraph 
 
‘This boy can write . . .’ – The Spectator 
 
Previous titles in the Detective Mangan series: 
The Late Train to Gipsy Hill (2021) and  
One of our Ministers is Missing (2022)  
 
Rights sales for the Detective Mangan series: UK 
(Wildfire).  
 
Material available: Final PDF (384 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Unwilding 
by Marina Kemp 

 
A novel about power, miscommunication, and the 

reckoning that must come with the loss of our heroes. 
 
When fledgling writer Zoe arrives at the Sicilian holiday house 
of famed, inimitable novelist Don Travers, she feels that she 
has made it. The house swarms with eclectic, illustrious guests 
who, like Zoe, have come to bask in the warmth of Don’s 
coveted and hard-earned esteem.  And yet as the week unfolds 
it is not Don’s ruthless magnetism but his four children and 
terse, unknowable wife Lydia who come to attract and 
intrigue Zoe most. 
 

Nemony, the youngest of Don’s children, must watch from the shadows as her older siblings navigate the 
seductive but treacherous waters of the adult world, and their own currency within it. When her adored 
oldest sister makes a terrible mistake, the guests must leave and the holiday end unexpectedly, exposing the 
fissures in Don’s marriage to Lydia and leaving Nemony to confront the fallibility of the siblings she so 
reveres. 
 
Years later the events of that summer continue to haunt both Zoe, whose promising career has faltered 
without Don’s patronage, and Nemony, a new mother trying to negotiate her identity in relation to her 
scattered siblings. As she and Zoe come together to form an unusual friendship, Nemony finds solace – 
but it is soon threatened as she is forced to question the depth of Zoe’s fascination with her family. 
 
Tracing her family’s lives through Sicily, London and the old mining towns of Appalachia, Nemony finally 
uncovers the stories that have gone untold and things unsaid – about her implacable father, her troubled 
and enigmatic mother, and the siblings she might still do anything for. 
 
MARINA KEMP was born in London, where she lives with her husband and daughter. She studied Classics 
at Oxford University, and Creative Writing at Goldsmiths. She was shortlisted for the Sunday Times Young 
Writer of the Year Award in 2020. 

 
UK publication date: Fourth Estate – 20th June 2024 
 
Praise for previous title, Nightingale: 

♦Shortlisted for the Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year Award 2020♦ 
 
‘A rollercoaster of a read with serious intent.’ – The Times 
 
‘Stunning … a book about family, sexuality. death and, ultimately, living.’ – Prima 
 
‘Deeply moving, aglow with compassion.’ – Guardian 
 
‘Secrets and lies, despair and rebirth as a patriarch dies in rural France. An exquisitely observed debut from 
a writer to watch.’ – Francis Spufford, author of Light Perpetual 
 
Rights sales for The Unwilding: UK (Fourth Estate). 
 
Material available: Edited manuscript (95k words) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Pity 
by Andrew McMillan 

 
The town was once a hub of industry. A place where men toiled 

underground in darkness, picking and shovelling in the dust and 
the sleck. It was dangerous and back-breaking work but it 

meant something. Once, the town provided, it was important, it 
had purpose. But what is it now? 

 
Brothers Alex and Brian have spent their whole life in the town where 
their father lived and his father, too. Still reeling from the collapse of 
his personal life, Alex, now in his middle age, must reckon with a part 
of his identity he has long tried to mask. Simon is the only child of Alex 
and had practically no memory of the mines. Now in his twenties and 
working in a call centre, he derives passion from his side hustle in sex 
work and his weekly drag gigs. 

 
Set across three generations of South Yorkshire mining family, Andrew McMillan’s short and magnificent 
debut novel is a lament for a lost way of a life as well as a celebration of resilience and the possibility for 
change. 
 
ANDREW MCMILLAN was born in Barnsley in 1988. His debut collection of poetry, physical, was ‘the 
sort of once-in-a-generation debut that causes everyone to sit up and take notice’ according to Sarah 
Crown. physical was the only poetry book to ever win the Guardian First Book Award; it was also awarded a 
Somerset Maugham award, an Eric Gregory Award, the Aldeburgh First Collection Prize and in 2019 was 
voted as one of the Top 25 Poetry Books of the Past 25 Years by the Booksellers Association. His second 
collection, playtime, won the inaugural Polari Prize. A third collection, pandemonium, was published in 2021 
and in 2022 he co-edited the acclaimed anthology 100 Queer Poems, which was shortlisted in the British Book 
Awards. He is professor of contemporary writing at Manchester Metropolitan University and a fellow of 
the Royal Society of Literature. 
 
UK publication date: Canongate – 8th February 2024 
 
Praise for Pity: 
‘Tender and true. It explores with brilliance and deep empathy how our lives - and our secrets - are always 
intertwined with those who went before us’ – Douglas Stuart, author of Shuggie Bain 
 
‘We already knew that Andrew McMillan could turn a phrase. With his debut novel, he also shows us a rare 
gift for storytelling. Pity digs deep into the heart and history of South Yorkshire and brings out the black 
gold of love, longing and loss. A triumph’ – Jon McGregor, author of Reservoir 13 
 
‘Pity pays a great poet’s tough but tender attention to the unspoken layers and historic fissures which lie 
beneath the wounded town of the self. This beautiful book about the marks that are left on people and 
places in turn leaves a deep empathic mark on the reader’ – Max Porter, author of Grief is the Thing with 
Feathers 
 
Rights sales for Pity: UK (Canongate), France (Grasset), Germany (Ullstein), Norway (Aschehoug), 
Sweden (Norstedts); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori. 
 
Material available: Final PDF (170 pages) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Jungle House 
by Julianne Pachico 

 
A young woman is brought up in the jungle by artificial 
intelligence – Never Let Me Go meets Lord of the Flies. 

 
Lena has always lived in the jungle with Mother. There they look after 
a holiday home in surroundings that burst with colour and crawl with 
danger. Lena’s only other friend is Isabella, who once visited regularly 
with her wealthy parents and security drone, Anton. But Isabella and 
her family haven’t been seen in years. 
 
Mother is not like other mothers. She gets angry when Lena draws her 
with a face. When Lena challenges her to portray herself, she paints a 
tiny yellow dot surrounded by swirling black. She is a bastion of light, 
she says, against an army of darkness. 

 
Outside, rebels are fighting to take over the country. Mother is determined nothing will change inside the 
security fence, nothing to threaten her bond with Lena, or endanger the family. But there are secrets that 
need to emerge. How did Lena end up here? And what has happened to the family who no longer visit? 
What has Mother been planning, and what is gathering around them to change their lives forever? 
 
JULIANNE PACHICO was born in 1985 in Cambridge, England, and grew up in Cali, Colombia. Her 
short stories have been published in New Yorker, Granta and the White Review, and she teaches creative 
writing at UEA. 
 
UK publication date: Serpent’s Tail – 16th November 2023 
 
Praise for Jungle House: 
‘Jungle House is compelling, atmospheric and sultry’ – Olivia Sudjic, author of Asylum Road 
 
‘Stylish, beautiful and strange, Jungle House looks with clear eyes at the complicated nature of embodiment, 
at our relationships both to ourselves and to others, and the delicate balance of love’ – Jessie Greengrass, 
author of The High House 
 
‘Dazzling and horrifying - this is Louise Bourgeois’ Maman in a novel for the age of AI. Spectacular punchy 
prose and big thinking on the emotions of machines. We need writers like Pachico to help us think into the 
future’ – Anna Metcalfe, author of Chrysalis 
 
‘As enchanting as a fairy tale, and equally sinister, Jungle House takes us to the primordial forest and a future 
where AI manages the every need of a wealthy elite. Richly textured, unpredictable and deeply satisfying, 
Pachico’s captivating novel is both a provocative conjuring of a future that’s almost upon us, and a moving 
exploration of the mother-daughter bond. After all, there’s no love like a mother’s love’ – Victoria Gosling, 
author of Bliss and Blunder 
 
Rights sales for Jungle House: UK (Serpent’s Tail); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori. 
 
Rights sales for previous title, The Anthill: UK (Faber), US (Doubleday), Spanish language (Planeta 
Colombia). 
 
Material available: Final PDF (190 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Murderer’s Dilemma 
by the Secret Barrister  

writing as SJ Fleet 
 

The new legal thriller series from the bestselling author of the Secret Barrister books 
 
In the early hours of New Year’s Day, police find the mutilated body of a 74-year-old man lying in the 
street, a large knife sticking out of his chest. Three teenagers, caked in blood, are arrested and charged with 
his murder.  
 
The Prosecution say that this was a random joint attack; three feral youths acting out an internet urban 
legend called ‘The Murder Game’.  
 
Each defendant denies murder. Each is pointing the finger at the other two. Each has their own story. 
 
The Murderer’s Dilemma is the story of their trial. 
 
Split into three parts – (i) The Prosecution Case, (ii) The Defence Cases and (iii) Closing Speeches, Summing 
Up & Verdicts, this brilliant new legal thriller is told from the alternating perspectives of five of the 
participants – the prosecutor, two of the defendants, the barrister for the third defendant, and the judge.  
 
What is the truth? And will the jury discover it? 
 
SECRET BARRISTER is a junior barrister specialising in criminal law, and the author of the award-winning 
blog of the same name. Their three bestselling books: The Secret Barrister, Fake Law and Nothing but the Truth 
have sold over a million copies. They also write for many publications, including The Times, The Guardian, 
New Statesman, iNews, Esquire and Counsel magazine.  
 
UK publication date: Picador – September 2025 
 
Praise for the Secret Barrister: 
‘Entertaining and instructive… A gifted writer… The Secret Barrister’s picaresque journey to barristerhood 
is served up with large helpings of humour.’ ― The Times 
 
‘Wonderful and insightful… With compassion, wit and intelligence, the Secret Barrister shows why is it that 
any of us plunge into the harrowing depths of criminal law.’ ― TLS 
 
‘Excellent… at once a vicious polemic, a helpful primer and a cringe-inducing account of one barrister’s 
travails.’ ― Telegraph 
 
Rights sales for The Murderer’s Dilemma: UK (Picador); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori.  
 
Rights sales for previous titles: UK (Picador), China (Shandong Savanne Culture Communication Co), 
Greece (Klidarithmos), Russia (Exmo), Spain (Capitan Swing). 
 
Material available: Partial manuscript (25k words); Delivery: September 2024 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  



22 

Cahokia Jazz 
by Francis Spufford 

 
A lovingly recreated, richly entertaining homage to the Golden 

Age of Noir, from the author of the bestselling,  
award-winning Golden Hill.  

 
In a city that never was, in an America that never was, on a snowy 
night at the end of winter, two detectives find a mutilated body on the 
roof of a skyscraper. 
 
It’s 1922, and Americans are drinking in speakeasies, dancing to jazz, 
stepping quickly to the tempo of modern times. But in this 1922, 
where European diseases never ravaged the New World, and the 
ancient indigenous city of Cahokia has lived on beside the Mississippi 
to become an industrial metropolis, a different peace has been struck 

between the peoples of the United States.  Different, and fragile.   
 
The murder on the roof of the Land Trust sparks off a week of ever-expanding crisis that will spill the 
secrets of this altered world, and bring it, against a soundtrack of cornets and wailing clarinets, either to 
destruction or rebirth. That will carry it all the bloody way to spring. 
 
Cahokia Jazz is the third novel from the author of the award-winning Golden Hill, offering up a heady noir-
soaked mixture of virtuoso writing and propulsive plot. 
 
FRANCIS SPUFFORD is the Booker-longlisted author of Light Perpetual, Golden Hill and Red Plenty. He 
teaches at Goldsmiths College. 
 
UK publication date: Faber – October 2023 
 
Praise for Cahokia Jazz: 
‘There’s a jazzy looseness to Spufford’s telling, a circular rhythm to the way motifs return. The style is 
appropriately noirish, leavened by snappy dialogue without ever descending into pastiche. Above all, there’s 
the joy that comes from seeing a profusion of love and care poured into a fully original piece of work. The 
boldness of the setting alone makes readers think about American history and society in a fresh way — a 
risk for a British author, but one that pays off.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘Spufford has written an astounding homage to noir mysteries. A poignant drama-filled novel that his fans 
and readers of Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian will thoroughly enjoy.’ – Library Journal 
 
‘Cahokia Jazz joins Robert Harris’s Fatherland and Keith Roberts’s Pavane as a classic of alternative history, 
further evidence of Spufford’s range and subtlety as a novelist.’ – Observer 
 
Rights sales for Cahokia Jazz: UK (Faber), US (Scribner); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori. 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Light Perpetual: UK (Faber), US (Scribner), Arabic (Dar Athar), Bulgaria 
(Kryg), Catalan (Enciclopedia), Denmark (Politiken), Estonia (Gallus Kirjastus), Germany (Rowohlt), Italy 
(Bollati Boringhieri), Lithuania (Vaga), Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam), Russia (Exmo), Spain 
(Enciclopedia). 
 
Material available: Final PDF (475 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Horse 
by Willy Vlautin 

 
The author’s most personal novel yet, this is a poetic and deeply 
moving story about what it takes to be an artist and the realities 

of a musician’s life on the road… 
 
65 year-old Al Ward, several months into an isolated stint living on the 
mining claim in Nevada left to him by his great uncle, has been living 
on canned soup, instant coffee and memories of his life as a touring 
musician. One morning an old and worn-out horse, blinded by eye 
disease, arrives outside his hut, unable to defend itself from cayote 
attacks. 6000 feet up, 30 miles from Tonopah and broken by alcoholism 
and anxiety, Al must decide what to do. 
 
Intercut with Al’s present-day journey are episodes from his life as a 
songwriter and guitarist. His story begins in Reno and we follow his 

colourful life as a touring musician, playing in bars and casinos across the country. Along the way there are 
flashes of real success, but the lifestyle is punishing and many of his friends and bandmates don’t make it. 
 
The Horse is a gorgeously depicted homage to the uncelebrated musicians who make our lives more joyful, 
and, as always, an exploration of loneliness, humanity and resilience. 
 
WILLY VLAUTIN has published six previous novels, The Night Always Comes, The Motel Life, Northline, Lean 
on Pete, The Free and Don’t Skip Out on Me. The Motel Life and Lean on Pete were turned into feature films, 
released in 2012 and 2017 respectively. The former starred Kris Kristofferson and Emile Hirsch and the 
latter, starred Charlie Plummer and Steve Buscemi, and was adapted and directed by Andrew Haigh. Vlautin 
lives outside of Portland, Oregon and is the founding member of the bands Richmond Fontaine and The 
Delines. The Night Always Comes is being developed by H2L Media with Vanessa Kirby’s production 
company, for Vanessa to star. Ben Caron (Sharper) will direct.  
 
UK publication date: Faber – 2nd May 2024 
 
Praise for previous title, The Night Always Comes: 
‘This is a novel that lives firmly in the melancholia of the city’s gentrification, hurtling readers through one 
woman’s desperation to keep her life afloat in a city that’s pushing its working class out, one razed lot at a 
time.’ – New York Times 
 
‘I can’t remember the last time I worried myself sick about a fictional character the way I did about Lynette 
in Willy Vlautin’s terrific, big-hearted new novel The Night Always Comes. You won’t soon forget either her 
or the fraught world she so courageously navigates.’ – Richard Russo 
 
‘His stories are sturdy and bighearted and full of lives so shattered they shimmer.’ – Cheryl Strayed 
 
Rights sales for The Horse: UK (Faber), US (HarperCollins), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Sweden 
(Bakhall); Japanese co-agent: The English Agency.  
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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Old School Ties 
by Daisy Waugh 

 
The third in Daisy Waugh’s hilarious Tode Hall series:  

a gloriously witty tale of toffs, terror and old school ties…  
 

The Todes are heading to Italy - and taking murder and mayhem with 
them. 
 
Close to Rome, set among ancient ruins and freshwater springs, 
languishes the magnificent Villa Rospo, a jewel in the Tode family 
portfolio, and one they had virtually forgotten - until Sir Ecgbert and 
Alice decide it’s the perfect place for their honeymoon. Now suddenly 
everyone wants a piece. 
 
Sir Ecgbert’s brother Esmé sees it as an opportunity to restore his lost 

fortunes by turning it into a luxury eco wellness hub. His business partner Charlie Tysedale only wants it to 
escape from his dreaded bestselling-author wife. India Tode sees in it the ideal holiday home, while Sir 
Ecgbert envisages a yoga retreat. Professional freeloader and everyone’s old school chum, Piers Slayer-
Wilson-Tite, has his eye on making it his personal love-nest. Meanwhile, some of the locals have excellent 
reasons for keeping it just the way it is. 
 
When the body of Piers’s wife, Elizabetta, is discovered floating among grapefruits in the spring at the 
bottom of Villa Rospo’s famous gardens, there’s only one thing everyone agrees on . . . that there’s 
absolutely no need to call the police. 

 

DAISY WAUGH has published eight novels, an irritable commentary on the madness of modern 
motherhood and a travelogue about her life as a teacher in Northern Kenya. She has written weekly columns 
for several newspapers and magazines including The Sunday Times, The Times, Standpoint, the Sunday 
Independent, the Sunday Express and the Indy. As well as writing, she has worked as an agony aunt, and a Tarot 
reader.  
 
UK publication date: Piatkus – 7th September 2023  
 
Praise for the Tode Hall series: 
‘Sharp, funny . . . the best sort of murder mystery’ – Tatler 
 
‘I couldn’t put it down’ – Santa Montefiore 
 
‘A perfect antidote to wintry gloom’ – The Literary Review 
 
’Fizzles, crackles and sparkles’ – Elizabeth Buchan 
 
Previous titles in the Tode Hall series: 
In the Crypt with a Candlestick (2020) and Phone for 
the Fish Knives (2021) 
 
Rights sales for the Tode Hall series: UK (Piatkus), 
Germany (Goldmann); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori. 
 
Material available: Final PDF (250 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Echoes 
by Evie Wyld 

 
Hannah lives in London in a damp flat with her 
boyfriend Max. She has a secret abortion; he is hiding an 
engagement ring in his jacket pocket. When Max is 
suddenly killed in a car accident, she is left reeling with 
grief.  
 
Max’s ghost lingers in their apartment. Unsure how or 
why he is there, he watches as Hannah begins to rebuild 
her life, pushing forward through time without him. With 
enough effort he can leave an indent in the bed, produce 
a shadow – remind her, for a moment, that he existed. 
 

But he is not the only ghost trying to make itself known. Objects around the apartment are heavy with 
history: a dress printed with lemons, a shard of blue safety glass, a photograph of a girl holding a cat. They 
carry the stories of her family, trauma and grief embedded deep enough that they are out of reach, hidden, 
but still capable of producing a dark, pulsing pain.    
 
Interweaving Hannah’s story with those of her ancestors, The Echoes stretches back through time, asking 
what of our inheritance can we shrug off as we move into our futures, and what is fixed forever, echoing 
down the generations? 
 
EVIE WYLD’s debut novel, After the Fire, A Still Small Voice, was shortlisted for the Impac Prize and 
awarded the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize. Her second, All the Birds, Singing, won the Miles Franklin Prize, the 
Encore Prize and the EU Prize for Literature, and shortlisted for the Costa Best Novel awards. Her third, 
The Bass Rock, won the Stella Prize. 
 
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – August 2024 
 
Praise for The Bass Rock: 

♦ Winner of the 2021 Stella Prize ♦ 
♦ A New York Times notable book ♦ 

 
‘Wondrous and disturbing… It’s more than enough, at least for me, for a novelist to write beautiful prose 
– observant, melodic, imaginative.’ – New York Times 
 
‘Searingly controlled… psychologically fearless and… bitterly funny. Wyld is a genius.’ – Guardian  
 
‘A jaw dropping novel that confirms Wyld as one of our most gifted young writers.’ – Observer  
 
‘A spikily beautiful novel.’ – The Times 
 
Her prose shines, even as it devours.’ – Financial Times 
 
Rights sales for The Echoes: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Knopf).  
 
Rights sales for previous title, The Bass Rock: Brazil (Dark Side), Finland (Tammi), France (Actes Sud), 
Germany (Rowohlt), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Norway (Strawberry); Film and TV Rights: Balloon. 
 
Material available: Edited manuscript (60k words) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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America Is Not The Heart 
by Elaine Castillo 

 
♦ Longlisted for the Aspen Literary Prize ♦ 

♦ Longlisted for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize ♦ 
♦ Longlisted for Elle’s Big Book Award ♦  

 

A giant debut novel about the redemptive, restorative power of love; 
about trust and fear; hair and makeup; food and sex; it’s about belonging 
and… not belonging. It’s a soulful literary saga set in the early nineties 
of San Francisco; a coming-of-age story about leaving home and, 
sometimes, the necessity of turning back. 
 
How many lives can one person lead in a single lifetime? 
 
When Hero De Vera arrives in America, disowned by her parents in the 
Philippines, she’s already on her third. Her uncle, Pol, who has offered 

her a fresh start and a place to stay in the Bay Area, knows not to ask about the first and second. And his 
wife, Paz, has learned enough about the might and secrecy of the De Vera family to keep her head down. 
Only their daughter Roni asks Hero why her hands seem to scream with hurt at the steering wheel of the 
car she drives to collect her from school, and only Rosalyn, the fierce but open-hearted beautician, has any 
hope of bringing Hero back from the dead. 
 
ELAINE CASTILLO was named one of ‘30 of the planet’s most exciting young people’ by the Financial 
Times. She was born and raised in the Bay Area. Her debut novel America Is Not the Heart was named one of 
the best books of 2018 by NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Kirkus Reviews, The New York Public Library, The New 
York Post, The Boston Globe, Real Simple, Lit Hub, and has been nominated for the Elle Award, the Center for 
Fiction Prize, the Aspen Words Prize, the Northern California Independent Booksellers Book Award, and 
the California Book Award.  
 
Publication date: Atlantic – 2018 
 
Praise for Elaine Castillo: 
‘Critical and compelling’ – New York Times  
 
‘Blazingly fearless’ – Observer 
 
‘Radical... I was startled at how moved I was’ – Guardian  
 
‘This book is it: one of the best debut novels (and novels, period) of recent years’ ― Elle 
 
‘The next big thing... It has drama and tragedy in spades, but it also has so much love of every kind spilling 
out of it pages that I closed it each night with a huge, warm smile’ – Paris Review 
 
Rights sales for America Is Not The Heart: UK (Atlantic), US (Viking), Denmark (Gyldendal), France 
(Delcourt), Israel (Sendik), Italy (Solferino), Poland (Foksal), Romania (Black Button); Japanese co-agent: 
Japan Uni. 
 
Rights available: Germany, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Greece, Hungary, Croatia, 
Lithuania, Estonia.  
 
Material available: final PDF (400 pages) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
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Mr Loverman 

by Bernardine Evaristo 
 

★ BBC to adapt into eight-part TV drama with Lennie James 

set to star as Barrington Jedidiah Walker ★ 
 

♦ Winner of the Ferro Grumley Award for LGBT Fiction 2015 ♦ 
♦ Winner of the Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Prize 2014 ♦ 

  
Barrington Jedidiah Walker is seventy-four and leads a double life. 
Born and bred in Antigua, he’s lived in Hackney since the sixties. A 
flamboyant, wise-cracking local character with a dapper taste in retro 
suits and a fondness for quoting Shakespeare, Barrington is a husband, 
father and grandfather - but he is also secretly homosexual, lovers with 
his great childhood friend, Morris. 

 
His deeply religious and disappointed wife, Carmel, thinks he sleeps with other women. When their 
marriage goes into meltdown, Barrington wants to divorce Carmel and live with Morris, but after a lifetime 
of fear and deception, will he manage to break away? 
 
Mr Loverman is a ground-breaking exploration of Britain’s older Caribbean community, which explodes 
cultural myths and fallacies and shows the extent of what can happen when people fear the consequences 
of being true to themselves. 
 
BERNARDINE EVARISTO jointly won the Booker Prize 2019 with her eighth book, Girl, Woman, Other, 
making her the first black woman to win the prize in its history. Her writing explores the African diaspora: 
past, present, real, imagined, and includes short stories, essays, poetry, literary criticism, stage and BBC 
radio writing. A longstanding advocate for the inclusion of writers of colour, she founded the Brunel 
International African Poetry Prize in 2012 and The Complete Works poets development scheme in 2007. 
She is Professor of Creative Writing at Brunel University London and a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature, and its current Vice Chair.  
 
Publication date: Hamish Hamilton – 2014 
 
Praise for Mr Loverman: 
‘Brokeback Mountain with ackee and saltfish and old people.’ – Dawn French 

 
‘Heartbreaking yet witty, this is a story that needed to be told.’ – Jackie Kay 
 
Rights sales for Mr Loverman: Arabic (Masaa), Brazil (Companhia das Letras), Denmark (Gads), France 
(Globe), Germany (Tropen), Poland (Poznanskie), Portugal (Elsinore); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori.  
 
Rights sales for Girl, Woman, Other: Arabic (Masaa), Azerbaijan (Qanun), Brazil (Companhia das 
Letras), Bulgaria (Egmont), Catalan (La Segona Periferia), Simplified Chinese (Shanghai Translation), 
Complex Chinese (Commercial Press), Croatia (Profil), Czech (Host), Denmark (Gads Forlag), Estonia 
(Rahva Raamat), Finland (WSOY), France (Globe), Georgia (Palitra), Germany (Tropen), Greece 
(Dardanos), Hungary (Europa), Iceland (Forlagid), Italy (Sur), Japan (Hakusuisha), Kannada (Aharninishi 
Prakashana), Korea (GimmYoung), Lithuania (Alma), Netherlands (De Geus), Norway (Gyldendal), 
Poland (Poznańskie), Portugal (Elsinore), Romania (Corint), Russia (Eksmo), Serbia (Sluzbeni List), Sri 
Lanka (Sarasavi), Slovakia (Inaque), Slovenia (Cankarjeva Zalozba), Spain (AdN), Sweden (Bonnier), Tamil 
(Ethir Veliyeedu), Turkey (Dogan Kitap), Ukraine (Fabula). 
 
Material available: final PDF (300 pages) 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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Diary of a Film 
by Niven Govinden 

 
An auteur, together with his lead actors, is at a prestigious European 
festival to premier his latest film. 
 
Alone one morning at a backstreet café, he strikes up a conversation 
with a local woman who takes him on a walk to uncover the city’s 
secrets, historic and personal. As the walk unwinds, a story of love and 
tragedy emerges, and he begins to see the chance meeting as fate. He is 
entranced, wholly clear in his mind: her story must surely form the basis 
for his next film. 

 
This is a novel about the sometimes troubled, sometimes ecstatic 
creative process, and the toll it takes on its makers. But it is also a novel 

about stories, and the ongoing question of who has the right to tell them. 
 
NIVEN GOVINDEN is the author of five previous novels, most recently This Brutal House, which was 
longlisted for the Jhalak Prize and shortlisted for the 2019 Gordon Burn Prize and 2020 and Polari Prize.  
 
UK publication date: Dialogue Books – 18th February 2021 
 
Praise for Diary of a Film: 
‘A beautiful, poignant novel of love and longing… Govinden lands on a perfect tone here for ruminating 
on the perils and consolations of creating art. His book is about putting work into the world and waiting 
for the splash, or set of ripples, it might cause, but it’s also about the responsibility any retelling owes to its 
source, and the often-unheeded problems with plundering a story that isn’t yours.’ – Daily Telegraph, 5* review 
 
‘[Echoes of] Cesare Pavese and Natalia Ginzburg… there is also some of the uncanniness of Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s The Unconsoled. This is a wise and skilfully controlled novel that can be read in an afternoon, but 
which radiates in the mind for much longer.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘Niven Govinden’s Diary of a Film, his sixth novel, is also his best yet. Smart, sexy and cinematic (in many 
senses), it is a love letter to Italy and to film.’ – Observer 
 
‘A meditation on film-making, art, grief and privacy. Constructed with the skill of a watchmaker, with a 
precise, consistent pitch of intensity.’ – Keith Ridgeway 
 
‘What a pleasure it is to read this love letter to art and to human connection (fragile, powerful, transforming), 
at a time when we’re masked and lonesome and can’t kiss our own hand without washing it afterwards.’  
– Deborah Levy, New Statesman 
 
‘Vicariously I experienced again the freedom to travel and visit a European city just to catch an exhibition, 
go dancing or merely escape the mundane for a weekend. Diary of a Film is about seeing the familiar in new 
ways, finding friends wherever we are and coming to terms with the past being the past. Set amongst the 
gourmet surroundings of a Northern Italian film festival, it reads like an elegy for a just-gone era.’ – Paul 
Mendez, author of Rainbow Milk 
 
Rights sales for Diary of a Film: UK (Dialogue), US & Can (Deep Vellum); Film/TV Rights: Wild 
Beast Productions. Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori 
 
Material available: final PDF (200 pages) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker  
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The High House 

by Jessie Greengrass 
 

♦ Shortlisted for the Costa Novel Prize, the Orwell Prize for 
Political Fiction and the Encore Award 2022 ♦ 
♦ A Waterstones Best Fiction Book of 2021 ♦ 

 
A stunning novel of the extraordinary and the everyday, The High 
House explores how we get used to change that once seemed 
unthinkable, how we place the needs of our families against the 
needs of others – and it asks us who, if we had to, we would save. 
 
Francesca is Caro’s stepmother, and Pauly’s mother. A scientist, she can 
see what is going to happen. The high house was once her holiday home; 
now looked after by locals Grandy and Sally, she has turned it into an 
ark, for when the time comes. The mill powers the generator; the 

orchard is carefully pruned; the greenhouse has all its glass intact. Almost a family, but not quite, they plant, 
store seed, and watch the weather carefully. 
 
JESSIE GREENGRASS spent her childhood in London and Devon. She studied philosophy in Cambridge 
and London and now lives in Berwick-upon-Tweed with her partner and children. Her collection of short 
stories, An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, According to One Who Saw It, won the Edge Hill Prize 2016 
and a Somerset Maugham Award. Her critically acclaimed debut novel, Sight, was shortlisted for the 
Women’s Prize for Fiction 2018. 
 
Publication date: Swift Press – 2021  
 
Praise for Jessie Greengrass: 
‘Full of elegant, resonant sentences about human fallibility, complacency, selfishness and our unquenchable 
capacity for love.’ – Sunday Times 
 
‘Chillingly articulate when describing our wilful blindness in the face of the initially creeping, then cascading 
inevitability of disaster.’ – Telegraph 
 
‘Painful and beautiful, this is not to be missed.’ – Publishers Weekly, starred review 
 
‘This book is completely beautiful.’ – Daisy Johnson 
 
‘Brave, important, and exquisitely written.’ – Sigrid Nunez 
 
‘The novel’s verisimilitude is striking; like Kazuo Ishiguro’s speculative visions, it’s done with restraint and 
propelled by finely observed dynamics between characters who grapple with survivors’ guilt and 
ungraspable truths.’ – Spectator  

 
Rights sales for The High House: UK (Swift), US (Scribner), Estonia (Eesti Raamat), France 
(Gallimard), Germany (Kiepenheuer & Witsch), Italy (Bompiani), Turkey (Timas Basim Ticaret); Japanese 
co-agent: Tuttle Mori. 
 
Rights available: Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Greece, Romania, Hungary, 
Lithuania. 
 
Material available: final PDF (275 pages) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
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The End We Start From 
by Megan Hunter 

 

★ Now a film starring Jodie Comer and Benedict 

Cumberbatch, and adapted by Alice Birch ★ 
 

A startlingly beautiful story of a family’s survival, The End We 
Start From is a haunting but hopeful dystopian vision of a 

familiar world made dangerous and unstable. 
 
Megan Hunter’s honed and spare prose paints an imagined future as 
realistic as it is frightening. Though the country is falling apart around 
them and its people are forced to become refugees, this family’s 
world – of new life and new hope – sings with love. 
 
In the midst of a mysterious environmental crisis, as London is 

submerged below flood waters, a woman gives birth to her first child. Days later, the family are forced to 
leave their home in search of safety. As they move from place to place, shelter to shelter, their journey 
traces both fear and wonder as the baby’s small fists grasp at the things he sees, as he grows and stretches, 
thriving and content against all the odds. 
 
MEGAN HUNTER’S first novel, The End We Start From, was published in 2017 in the UK, US, and Canada, 
and has been translated into eight languages. It was shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the Books Are My 
Bag Awards, longlisted for the Aspen Words Prize, was a Barnes and Noble Discover Awards finalist and 
won the Forward Reviews Editor’s Choice Award. Her writing has appeared in publications including The 
White Review, The TLS, Literary Hub, and BOMB Magazine. She lives in Cambridgeshire with her 
husband, son and daughter. 
 
Publication date: Picador – 2017 
 
Praise for The End We Start From: 
‘Reminiscent of Cormac McCarthy’s The Road, in that it shares the same narrative detachment, and the same 
precise poetry… remarkable.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘Strange and haunting…Virginia Woolf does cli-fi… the beating heart of this tender and tremendous story 
is without doubt Hunter’s portrait of early motherhood, an all-encompassing world of its own.’ – Independent   
 
‘Engrossing, compelling and finally hopeful.’ – Naomi Alderman, Financial Times 
 
‘For a book about the environment, a city, and the world, it is a highly interior story, in the hands of a 
narrator of great skill. As an exploration of motherhood, it’s a visceral, poetic confession.’ – Irish Times 
 
‘Extraordinary… a spare, futuristic fable about a brand-new mother navigating a flooded world.’ – Vogue  
 
Rights sales for The End We Start From: UK (Picador), US (Grove), Denmark (Forlaget Superlux), 
France (Gallimard), Germany (Beck), Italy (Guanda), Korea (Cheongsongjae), Netherlands (Hollands 
Diep), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones), Turkey (Yapi Kredi); Japanese co-agent: Tuttle Mori.  
 
Rights available: Sweden, Norway, Finland, Portugal, Greece, Hungary, Romania, Lithuania, Estonia. 
 
Material available: final PDF (125 pages) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
  



32 

Sisters 
by Daisy Johnson 

 

★ Film adaptation currently in production with Element 

Pictures and BBC Films ★ 
 

♦ Chosen as a Summer Read by The Sunday Times ♦ 
♦ Chosen as one of 2020’s New York Times Notable Books ♦ 

 
Something unspeakable has happened to sisters July and 

September. 
 

Desperate for a fresh start, their mother Sheela moves them across the 
country to an old family house that has a troubled life of its own. Noises 
come from behind the walls. Lights flicker of their own accord. The 

dank basement, where July and September once made a blood promise 
to each other, is deeply disquieting. 
 
In their new, unsettling surroundings, July finds that the fierce bond she’s always had with September is 
beginning to change in ways she cannot understand.  
 
Taut, transfixing and profoundly moving, Sisters explodes with the fury and joy of adolescence.  
 
DAISY JOHNSON was born in 1990. Her debut short-story collection, Fen, was published in 2016. In 
2018 she became the youngest author ever to be shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize with her debut 
novel Everything Under.  
 
Publication date: Jonathan Cape – 2020  
 
Praise for Sisters: 
‘Daisy Johnson is the demon offspring of Shirley Jackson and Stephen King.’ – Observer  
 
‘A tour-de-force... Johnson’s prose seduces us with the promise of comfort and then yanks that comfort 
away.’ – Guardian  
 
‘Brilliantly handled, psychologically persuasive and a proper shock… Sisters is a gripping ordeal, it reminded 
me, in its general refusal to play nice, of early Ian McEwan.’ - New York Times Book Review 
 
‘A subtle book that brings to bear all its author’s prodigious skill. A must-read.’ – Kirkus, Starred Review 
 
‘Deeply unnerving and unnervingly prescient.’ – Vogue 
 
‘A Bergman-esque deep dive into grief, identity and persona.’ – Eimear McBride, TLS 
 
Rights sales for Sisters: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Arabic (Dar Al Mada), China (Shanghai 
Literature and Art), Denmark (Screaming Books), France (Stock), Germany (btb), Greece (Kastaniotis), 
Italy (Fazi), Japan (Tokyo Sogen Sha), Netherlands (Koppernik), Poland (Swiat Ksiazki), Portugal (Guerra 
e Paz), Russia (Exmo), Serbia (Strik), Slovenia (LUD), Spain (Periferica de Libros), Sweden (Sekwa), Turkey 
(Eksic Parca); Film/TV rights: Element Pictures and BBC Films.  
 
Rights available: Norway, Finland, Hungary, Croatia, Lithuania, Estonia. 
 
Material available: final PDF (180 pages) 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Frontline Midwife 
Finding Hope in Life, Death and Birth 

by Anna Kent 
 

★ Now in development as a returnable drama with CJZ ★ 
  

My own suffering, my own loneliness, was a fair price to pay 
for the lives we’d saved. And now here I am, training to be a 

midwife, so that next time I can make it better. 
 

At twenty-six years old, Anna Kent helped a woman deliver her baby 
in a tropical storm by the light of a headtorch. At age thirty she would 
be responsible for the female health of 30,000 Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh. But returning to work for the NHS in the UK, she soon 
learned that even at home the right to a safe birth was impossible to 
take for granted. 

 
Frontline Midwife is Kent’s compassionate testament to the critical work of healthcare professionals around 
the world. 
 
ANNA KENT is s a humanitarian aid worker, NHS nurse and midwife. After receiving a Nursing Master’s 
Degree from the University of Nottingham, she completed a Diploma in Tropical Nursing in London and 
joined Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders) in 2007. She gained her First Degree in 
Midwifery in 2010 and has worked as a midwife across the world, including in Ethiopia, South Sudan, Haiti, 
Bangladesh and the UK. 
 
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 2022 
 
Praise for Frontline Midwife: 
‘The heart-wrenching tale of one midwife’s quest to help others -and make peace with herself - in some of 
the world’s most challenging environments.’ – Leah Hazard, author of Hard Pushed 
 
‘Powerful . . . Totally absorbing’ – Independent 
 
‘A gripping, honest and moving account of healthcare work in a war zone’ – Henry Marsh, author of Do 
No Harm 
 

 ‘In this stunning, gripping true story, Anna Kent confronts unimaginable hardships to do good in the world 
. . . I was riveted and fascinated by her bravery, her journey and her spirit.’ – Delia Ephron 
 
Rights sold for Frontlife Midwife: UK (Bloomsbury); Film & TV rights: CJZ.  
 
Material available: final PDF (300 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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How Life Works 
A User’s Guide to the New Biology 

by Philip Ball 
 

A cutting-edge new vision of biology that will revise our 
concept of what life itself is, how to enhance it, and what 

possibilities it offers. 
 
Biology is undergoing a quiet but profound transformation. Several 
aspects of the standard picture of how life works—the idea of the 
genome as a blueprint, of genes as instructions for building an 
organism, of proteins as precisely tailored molecular machines, of cells 
as entities with fixed identities, and more—have been exposed as 
incomplete, misleading, or just plain wrong. 
 
In How Life Works, Philip Ball explores the new biology, revealing life 

to be a far richer, more ingenious affair than we had guessed. Ball explains that there is no unique place to 
look for an answer to this question: life is a system of many levels—genes, proteins, cells, tissues, and body 
modules such as the immune system and the nervous system—each with its own rules and principles. How 
Life Works explains how these levels operate, interface, and work together (most of the time). 
 
With this knowledge come new possibilities. Today we can redesign and reconfigure living systems, tissues, 
and organisms. We can reprogram cells, for instance, to carry out new tasks and grow into structures not 
seen in the natural world. As we discover the conditions that dictate the forms into which cells organize 
themselves, our ability to guide and select the outcomes becomes ever more extraordinary. Some 
researchers believe that ultimately we will be able to regenerate limbs and organs, and perhaps even create 
new life forms that evolution has never imagined. 
 
Incorporating the latest research and insights, How Life Works is a sweeping journey into this new frontier 
of the life sciences, a realm that will reshape our understanding of life as we know it.  
 
PHILIP BALL is a freelance writer and broadcaster whose many books on the interactions of the sciences, 
the arts, and the wider culture include Bright Earth, Curiosity, Patterns in Nature, How to Grow a Human, The 
Modern Myths, The Elements, and, most recently, The Book of Minds, all also published by the University of 
Chicago Press. His book Critical Mass won the 2005 Aventis Prize for Science Books. Ball is also the 2022 
recipient of the Royal Society’s Wilkins-Bernal-Medawar Medal for contributions to the history, philosophy, 
or social roles of science. He trained as a chemist at the University of Oxford and as a physicist at the 
University of Bristol, and he was an editor at Nature for more than twenty years. He lives in London. 
 
UK publication date: Picador – 18th Jan 2024 
 
Praise for How Life Works: 
‘Ball’s marvellous book is both wide-ranging and deep . . . How Life Works has exciting implications for the 
future of the science of biology itself. I could not put it down.’ – Siddhartha Mukherjee, author of The 
Emperor of All Maladies, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Non-Fiction 
 
Rights sales for How Life Works: Picador (UK), University of Chicago Press (US); Japanese co-agent: 
The English Agency.  
 
Material available: First proofs (400 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Vulture Capitalism 
Corporate Crimes, Backdoor Bailouts,  

and the Death of Freedom 

by Grace Blakeley 
 

In the vein of The Shock Doctrine and Evil Geniuses,  
this timely manifesto from an acclaimed journalist illustrates 

how corporate and political elites have used planned capitalism 
to advance their own interests at the expense of the rest of us--

and how we can take back our economy for all. 
 
It’s easy to look at the state of the world around us and feel hopeless. 
We live in an era marked by war, climate crisis, political polarization, 
and acute inequality--and yet many of us feel powerless to do anything 

about these profound issues. We’ve been assured that unfettered 
capitalism is necessary to ensure our freedom and prosperity, even as we see its corrosive effects 
proliferating daily. Why, in our age of unchecked corporate power, are most of us living paycheck to 
paycheck? When the economy falters, why do governments bail out corporations and shareholders but 
leave everyday people in the dust? 
 
Now, economic and political journalist and progressive star on the rise Grace Blakeley exposes the corrupt 
system that is failing all around us, pulling back the curtain on the free market mythology we have been 
sold, and showing how, as corporate interests have taken hold, governments have historically been shifting 
away from competition and democracy and towards monopoly and oligarchy. 
 
Tracing over a century of neoliberal planning and backdoor bailouts, Blakeley takes us on a deeply reported 
tour of the corporate crimes, political maneuvering, and economic manipulation that elites have used to 
enshrine a global system of ‘vulture capitalism’--planned capitalist economies that benefit corporations and 
the uber-wealthy at the expense of the rest of us--at every level, from states to empires. Blakeley exposes 
the cracks already emerging within capitalism, lighting a path forward for how we can democratize our 
economy, not just our politics, to ensure true freedom for all. 
 
GRACE BLAKELEY, one of the fiercest anti-capitalist advocates of her generation, is an author, journalist, 
and commentator. She attended the University of Oxford, where she graduated with a first-class honours 
degree in philosophy, economics, and politics and later obtained a master’s in African Studies. Her writing 
has appeared in Tribune and the New Statesman. She is the author of Stolen, The Corona Crash, and Vulture 
Capitalism, and edited Futures of Socialism. 
 
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 7th March 2024 
 
Rights sales for Vulture Capitalism: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Atria), Bulgaria (Kragozor), Germany 
(Suhrkamp), Japan (Toyokan), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers).  
 
Material available: First proofs (270 pages) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Maurice and Maralyn 
A Whale, a Shipwreck, a Love Story 

by Sophie Elmhirst 
 

What begins as an eccentric English love story turns into one of 
the most dramatic adventures ever recorded... 

 
Maurice and Maralyn couldn’t be more different. He is as cautious and 
awkward as she is charismatic and forceful. It seems an unlikely 
romance, but it works. 
 
Bored of 1970s suburban life, Maralyn has an idea: sell the house, build 
a boat, leave England - and its oil crisis, industrial strikes and inflation 
- forever. It is hard work, turning dreams into reality, but finally they 
set sail for New Zealand. Then, halfway there, their beloved boat is 
struck by a whale. It sinks within an hour, and the pair are cast adrift in 

the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 
 
On their tiny raft, over the course of days, then months, their love is put to the test. When Maurice begins 
to withdraw into himself, it falls upon Maralyn to keep them both alive. Their pet turtle helps, as does 
devising menus for fantasy dinners and dreaming of their next voyage. 
 
Filled with danger, spirit and tenderness, this is a book about human connection and the human condition; 
about how we survive - not just at sea, but in life. 
 
SOPHIE ELMHIRST is a prizewinning writer for the Guardian’s Long Reads and the Economist’s 1843 
magazine, and a contributing editor at the Gentlewoman and Harper’s Bazaar. In 2020 she won the British 
Press Award for Feature Writer of the Year. She has also won a Foreign Press Award and been longlisted 
for the Orwell Prize.  
 
UK publication date: Chatto – 29th February 2024 
 
Praise for Maurice and Maralyn: 
‘The most extraordinary book about facing challenges, holding onto hope in dark times and how easy it is 
to become lost even when you’re surrounded by others. It’s beautiful, moving and genuinely 
unputdownable . . . utterly captivating and so special.’ – Joanna Cannon, author of The Trouble with Goats 
and Sheep 
 
‘One of those very special books that makes you put everything on hold so you can get back to it. I loved 
everything about this inspirational, funny, painful, jaw-dropping and moving celebration of an ordinary 
couple caught in the most dramatic circumstances imaginable. A poignant reminder that in facing 
catastrophe, we often discover who we really are.’ – Rachel Joyce, author of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold 
Fry 
 
‘Maurice and Maralyn is a beautiful, searing book… Elmhirst casts you hundreds of miles adrift in the Pacific, 
on a four-foot life raft, with nothing for company but turtles, whales and eternal questions: Who do we 
love? Why do we love them? Can we survive?’ ― Sam Knight, author of The Premonitions Bureau 
 
Rights sales for Maurice and Maralyn: UK (Chatto), Germany (Goldmann), Hungary (Corvina); 
Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni.  
 
Material available: First proofs (250 pages) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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The City of Today is a Dying Thing 
In Search of the Cities of Tomorrow 

by Des Fitzgerald 
 

A sociologist explores why “green cities” won’t fix everything – 
and urges us to celebrate urban life as it is. 

 
Cities are bad for us: polluted, noisy and fundamentally unnatural. We 
need green space, not concrete. Trees, not tower blocks. 
 
So goes the argument. But is it true? What would the city of the future 
look like if we tried to build a better life from the ground up? And 
would anyone want to live there? 
 
In The City of Today is a Dying Thing, Des Fitzgerald takes us on an urgent, 

unforgettable journey into the future of urban life, from shimmering 
edifices in the Arizona desert to forest-bathing in deepest Wales, and from rats in mazes to neuroscientific 
studies of the effects of our surroundings. 
 
Along the way, he reveals the deep-lying and often controversial roots of today’s green city movement, and 
offers an argument for celebrating our cities as they are - in all their raucous, constructed and artificial glory. 
 
DES FITZGERALD is professor of medical humanities and social sciences at University College Cork. 
He has been named a “New Generation Thinker” by the BBC and the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council. He lives in Cork, Ireland. 
 
Publication date: Basic Books (US) – 21st November 2023; Faber (UK) – 18th January 2024 
 
Praise for The Living City: 
‘It reads like Jon Ronson let loose on city planners: endlessly funny, outrageously caustic and seriously 
smart.’ – John Grindrod, author of Concretopia 
 
‘Our messy, gritty, unequal, and sometimes dysfunctional cities are pretty good as they are. And often better 
than the utopian alternatives that are foisted on us these days. This opinionated, outspoken, insightful book 
champions the city that we have against the utopian city that architects and urbanists keep wanting to build.’ 
– Richard Florida, author of The Rise of the Creative Class 
 
‘An incendiary repudiation of the resurgent fantasy that nature can cure the maladies of contemporary cities 
and societies. Des Fitzgerald is a sharp critic and a stone-cold realist. His stimulating book is a reminder 
that there are no simple solutions to global climate change.’ – Eric Klinenberg, author of Palaces for the People 
 
Rights sales for The City of Today is a Dying Thing: UK (Faber), US (Basic Books); Japanese co-
agent: The English Agency. 
 
Material available: Final PDF (275 pages) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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The Quizmaster 
by Jay Flynn with Garry Jenkins 

 
The remarkable, heart-warming, true story of Jay Flynn, the 
accidental hero whose Virtual Pub Quiz became an online 

sensation worldwide during Covid – proving that sometimes in 
life, the answers can be found in the most unlikely places. 

 
When the COVID pandemic struck in 2020, Jay Flynn’s future looked 
bleak. Forced to close the pub he ran in a small town in the north of 
England, he had not just lost his livelihood but also his role as the 
popular quizmaster at the Thursday quiz nights that drew his local 
community together. To cheer himself and his neighbours, close friends 
and family he created a modest online version of his quiz on Facebook. 
But the accident-prone Jay messed up his privacy settings and by the 

time he sat down to host his event hundreds of thousands of teams across the world were online, ready to 
play. The Virtual Pub Quiz became a viral sensation and a weekly event, attracting teams from the US to 
Australia, Spain to Sweden, New Zealand to Nepal.  
 
On the face of it, Jay seemed an accidental hero. Yet, in fact, no one was better qualified to bring people 
together. During a troubled period as a young man, Jay had spent two years, homeless, living on a bench 
on the streets of London and come close to taking his own life. Outreach from a charity coaxed him back 
to the world, and from there he got a job, moved to Lancashire, met his wife. So many people were isolated 
during the pandemic, and Jay really understood the importance of human connection and knew his quiz 
provided a precious lifeline. By the time lockdown drew to an end Jay had broken the world record for the 
biggest ever online quiz, become a regular on the BBC’s most popular radio show, raised more than a 
million pounds for charity and been awarded an MBE by Prince William for “lifting the spirits of a nation”. 
In The Quizmaster, Jay tells his unlikely, uplifting story, proving that, “sometimes in life, you just need to 
keep asking the questions”. 
 
JAY FLYNN reached out to Garry himself, being a huge fan of Garry’s internationally bestselling A Street 
Cat Named Bob and sequels written with James Bowen (7 million copies sold worldwide) and more recently 
Nala’s World, with Instagram and YouTube star Dean Nicholson. Like those books, The Quizmaster tells an 
extraordinary story about an ordinary person.  
 
GARRY JENKINS is the author of more than forty books and an Executive Producer on the hit film 
adaptation of A Street Cat Name Bob, he wrote the feature film sequel A Christmas Gift From Bob and is writing 
a screen version of The Quizmaster with the same producer as for the Street Cat films. 
 
UK publication date: Hodder and Stoughton – 2nd April 2024 
 
Rights sold for The Quizmaster: UK (Hodder and Stoughton); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni. 
 
Material available: Uncopyedited manuscript (80k words) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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A Song for Afghanistan 
by Untold Narratives, edited by Parwana 

Fayyaz, Sunila Galappatti and Lucy Hannah 
 

My dear Kabul, give me your hand, put your head on my 
shoulder and don’t be afraid, don’t think you are alone, we are 

here for you. 
 

A Song for Afghanistan is a shared record of the year following the Fall 
of Kabul, and a testament to the collective spirit of women living 
under terror. This collective diary is a collaboration between Untold 
Narratives and 18 Afghan women writers.  
 
In August 2021 Kabul fell, and these women continued their 

WhatsApp group for support, information, and the space to remember and reflect. As they watched cities 
fall, schools close, families change and freedoms disappear, they shared stories of chaos, protest and flight. 
As a group, they reflected the scope of female experience; mothers and doctors, students and teachers, 
those who had lived under the Taliban, and those who couldn’t imagine it. In sharing their stories, they 
created a place of community and strength in the face of terror.  
 
A Song for Afghanistan is a vital record of lives under brutality. It is as vivid and striking as A Woman in Berlin; 
as full of beauty and community as Reading Lolita in Tehran; and with the electric rage and grace of Women 
Talking.  
 
UNTOLD NARRATIVES works with writers marginalised by community or conflict. It has been working 
with this group of Afghan women writers since 2019. This collective diary is part of its continuing Write 
Afghanistan project.  
 
PARWANA FAYYAZ is a scholar of classical and medieval Persian poetry, poet, and translator. Born in 
Kabul, she was raised in Pakistan. Her debut collection, Forty Names, was published in 2021 by Carcanet 
Press, and it was named A New Statesman Book of the Year and A White Review Book of the Year. 
 
SUNILA GALAPPATTI has worked as Assistant Dramaturg to the Royal Shakespeare Company, Director 
of the Galle Literary Festival, a creator/director of documentary theatre for Live Theatre Newcastle and an 
editor of both literary and journalistic work for Commonwealth Writers, Himal Southasian and Untold. She 
worked with a long-term prisoner of war in the Sri Lankan conflict to retell his story in A Long Watch, 
described as ‘the best book yet on the war in Sri Lanka’ by Michael Ondaatje and ‘clear, vivid and elegant’ 
by Michael Frayn. 
 
LUCY HANNAH is the founder and director of Untold Narratives, and a Visiting Research Fellow at 
King’s College, London. She specialises in setting up and delivering creative initiatives with marginalised 
communities, and has worked with writers in areas of conflict and post-conflict, including: Afghanistan, 
Chechnya, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Sudan and N.E. Nigeria.  
 
UK publication date: Coronet – August 2024 
 
Rights sold for A Song for Afghanistan: UK (Coronet); Japanese co-agent: The English Agency. 
 
Material available: Proposal; Delivery: November 2023 
 
Agent: Amy St Johnston  
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The Conspiracy Tourist 
Travels through a Strange World 

by Dom Joly 
 
Comedian, travel writer and columnist Dom Joly sets out on a 
global journey, entering the strange land of conspiracies as a 
wide-eyed tourist, eager to investigate the origins of some of 
the most pervasive conspiracy theories, meet the people who 

believe them and to find out what’s going on… 
 
Conspiracy theories used to be fun, a bit of laugh. Did we really land 
on the moon, was Paul McCartney cloned? Nowadays, however, in 
the aftermath of Donald Trump, a global Pandemic and the ever-
increasing power of social media algorithms, they are part of the body 
politic and a massive cause of division and mistrust.  
 

In The Conspiracy Tourist, Dom Joly meets followers of QAnon, hunting for UFOs in Roswell, chasing Alex 
Jones of Info Wars around Austin, trying to prove that Finland exists and taking a flat earther to the edge 
of the world.  
  
On the way Dom inevitably finds the funny and the quirky, but he also tries to understand what makes 
people so drawn to conspiracy theories. What if those he has long dismissed as crazed loonies actually have 
a point? What if we are the sheeple and they’ve been right all along?  
  
Join a wide-eyed, slightly jaded, adventurous tourist on a very different kind of sight-seeing trip. 
 
DOM JOLY is an award-winning travel writer, broadcaster and comedian most famous for his 
internationally successful show Trigger Happy TV. His travel books include The Dark Tourist; Scary Monsters, 
Super Creeps; and The Downhill Hiking Club. 
 
UK publication date: Robinson Books – 2nd November 2023; simultaneous US distribution by Hachette 
 
Praise for Dom Joly: 
‘Dom Joly writes travel books for people who don’t usually read travel books. This is the best adventure 
I’ve had on my sofa for years. It’s funny, weirdly informative and most importantly, blister-free.’ – Jenny 
Éclair 
 
‘Compelling, enlightening, funny and yet serious too. This trip through Lebanon is both journey and 
reportage, both intimate and informative on this complex country.’ – Simon Sebag Montefiore 
 
‘A total delight, from beginning to end. Immensely funny, and shot through with illuminating and telling 
insights into a country Joly clearly adores. I read it in a sitting and was charmed and enlightened by every 
page.’ – John Simpson CBE, World Affairs Editor, BBC News 
 
Rights sales for The Conspiracy Tourist: UK (Robinson Books); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni.  
 
Material available: First proofs (300 pages) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne  
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Champion Thinking 
How to Find Success Without Losing Yourself 

by Simon Mundie 
 
As the sports reporter for BBC Radio 1 for the best part of a decade, 
Simon Mundie was pitch-side at many of the most high-profile sporting 
events in history. It was often thrilling, but when he took to the airwaves 
to report on what he had seen, it increasingly felt like something was 
missing. The emphasis always seemed to be on results, tactics and the 
score. But as the saying goes, sport is a metaphor for life – so Simon set 
out to explore that. 
 
Drawing on interviews with sporting legends from Jonny Wilkinson to 
Kate Richardson-Walsh, Caitlyn Jenner to Goldie Sayers, along with 
psychologists, philosophers and world-renowned thinkers, Simon shares 

some of the tools and techniques that athletes have embraced to grow and evolve – as athletes and 
people.  From developing emotional intelligence to the power of true acceptance and the joy of getting in 
flow, he explores eight universal themes that are highlighted in sport – but that are all too easily overlooked 
in the favour of simpler, shallower narratives about winning, trophies and ‘success’. 
 
What can the careers of Gaël Monfils and Andy Murray teach us about exploring our potential? What can 
England’s Olympic gold-medal winning hockey team teach us about the power of being truly selfless? Wise 
and inspiring, Champion Thinking illustrates that whether in sport, at work or in our relationships, 
worshipping at the altar of success isn’t going to bring us happiness. The contentment we are all looking 
for isn’t somewhere ‘out there’ – it’s actually so close that we tend to overlook it. 
 
SIMON MUNDIE is a broadcaster, journalist and podcaster. He hosts the critically acclaimed Life Lessons 
podcast, and presents for BBC TV and on Radio 4’s Today Programme.  
 
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 18th January 2024 
 
Rights sales for Champion Thinking: UK (Bloomsbury); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni.  
 
Material available: Copy-edited manuscript (75k words) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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The Lasting Harm 
by Lucia Osborne-Crowley 

  
The explosive, behind-the-scenes account of the criminal trial of 

the century. 
 
‘I understand - and sympathise with - the feeling you might have that 
you already know the Jeffrey Epstein story. But I am not here to tell 
you a story about Jeffrey Epstein, or even Ghislaine Maxwell. I am 
here to tell you the stories of ten women, many of whom have never 
spoken at length before, about the real impact of sexual trauma on 
their lives.’ 
 
In November 2021, Ghislaine Maxwell was convicted of five counts of 
sex-trafficking of minors, and now faces 55 years in prison for the role she 

played in Jeffrey Epstein’s abuse of four girls. The trial was meticulously covered by journalist and legal 
reporter Lucia Osborne-Crowley, one of only four reporters allowed into the courtroom every day. 
 
The Lasting Harm is her account of that trial, a gripping true crime drama and a blistering critique of a 
criminal justice system ill-equipped to deliver justice for abuse survivors, no matter the outcome. 
 
Centring the stories of four women and their testimonies, and supplemented by extra material to which 
Osborne-Crowley has exclusive access, The Lasting Harm brings this incendiary trial to life, questions our 
age-old appetite for crime and punishment and offers a new blueprint for meaningful reparative justice. 
  
LUCIA OSBORNE-CROWLEY is a trained lawyer, legal reporter and journalist and the author of two 
books, I Choose Elena (2019) and My Body Keeps Your Secrets (2021). Her forensic but accessible reporting of 
the Maxwell trial was described as some of the best and most trauma-informed coverage of the case, and 
saw her social media following grow by over 35,000 followers. She has appeared as an expert journalist on 
the Maxwell and Prince Andrew cases on BBC News, Sky News, LBC News and BBC Radio among others. 
Her analysis appeared in print in The Independent and ABC News. Elsewhere, her news reporting has 
appeared in the Guardian, The Sunday Times and GQ Magazine and her literary writing has been published in 
Granta and Meanjin.  
  
UK publication date: Fourth Estate – 14th March 2024 
 
Rights sales for The Lasting Harm: UK (Fourth Estate), ANZ (Allen & Unwin); Japanese co-agent: 
The English Agency. 
 
Material available: Edited manuscript (85k words) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
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Fear 
An Alternative History of the World 

by Robert Peckham 
 
A ground-breaking examination of the societal impact of fear 

that gives us a thrilling new insight on world history. 
 
It’s been said that, after 9/11, the 2008 financial crash and the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we’re a more fearful society than ever before. 
Yet fear, and the panic it produces, have long been driving forces – 
perhaps the driving forces – of world history: fear of God, of famine, 
war, disease, poverty, and other people. In Fear: An Alternative History 
of the World, Robert Peckham considers the impact of fear in history, 
as both a coercive tool of power and a catalyst for social change. 
 
Beginning with the Black Death in the fourteenth century, Peckham 

traces a shadow history of fear. He takes us through the French Revolution and the social movements of 
the nineteenth century to modern market crashes, Cold War paranoia and the AIDS pandemic, into a digital 
culture marked increasingly by uniquely twenty-first-century fears. 
 
What did fear mean to us in the past, and how can a better understanding of it equip us to face the future? 
As Peckham demonstrates, fear can challenge as well as cement authority: some crises have destroyed 
societies; others have been the making of them. Through the stories of the people and the moments that 
changed history, Fear: An Alternative History of the World reveals how fear and panic made us who we are. 
 
ROBERT PECKHAM is a cultural historian and founder of Open Cube, an organization that promotes 
the integration of the arts, science, and technology for health. He was previously Professor of History and 
MB Lee Endowed Professor in the Humanities and Medicine at the University of Hong Kong. He has held 
fellowships at Cambridge, Oxford, LSE, and King’s College London, and been a visiting scholar at NYU. 
A fellow of the Royal Historical Society, he has published in Foreign Affairs, New Statesman, Prospect, The 
Guardian, The Independent, and The Times Literary Supplement. He lives in New York. 
 
UK publication date: Profile – 7th September 2023 
 
Praise for Fear:  
‘Brilliant and breathtakingly wide-ranging… As Peckham shows in gripping and beautifully written detail, 
fear isn’t just the stock in trade of wicked despots; in some circumstances it can be turned to positive effect. 
Could it, now, be that fear is our friend? Read Peckham and judge for yourself.’ – Simon Schama 
 
‘Extraordinary. This exceptional and thought-provoking book sheds light on the intricate position fear 
occupies in the unavoidable realities of politics and our spiritual existence.’ – Ai Weiwei 
 
‘Robert Peckham’s deeply informed and lucidly staged anatomy of fear is a remarkable achievement… A 
groundbreaking study.’ – Mark Seltzer, author of The Official World 
 
‘Spirited, entertaining, informative.’ ― Times Literary Supplement 
 
Rights sales for Fear: UK & Translation (Profile), Arabic (Arab Cultural Center), Japan (under offer), 
Poland (Znak), Spain (Paidós, Planeta). 
 
Material available: Final PDF (300 pages) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Father and Son 
by Jonathan Raban 

 
The final work from the peerless man of letters is a tremendous, 

continent-sweeping story of love and resilience in the face of 
immense loss. 

 
On 11 June 2011, three days short of his sixty-ninth birthday, Jonathan 
Raban suffered a stroke which left him unable to use the right side of his 
body. Learning to use a wheelchair in a rehab facility outside Seattle and 
resisting the ministrations of the nurses overseeing his recovery, Raban 
began to reflect upon the measure of his own life in the face of his own 
mortality. Together with the chronicle of his recovery is the 
extraordinary story of his parents’ marriage, the early years of which were 
conducted by letter while his father fought in the Second World War. 
 

Jonathan Raban engages profoundly and candidly with some of the biggest questions at the heart of what 
it means to be alive, laying bare the human capacity to withstand trauma, as well as the warmth, strength, 
and humour that persist despite it.  
 
JONATHAN RABAN was the author of over a dozen books, both fiction and non-fiction, including 
Passage to Juneau, Bad Land, Hunting Mister Heartbreak, Coasting, Old Glory, Arabia, Soft City, Waxwings and 
Surveillance. Over the span of six decades, he won the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Royal Society 
of Literature’s Heinemann Award, the Thomas Cook Award, the PEN West Creative Nonfiction Award, 
the Pacific Northwest Booksellers’ Award, and the Governor’s Award of the State of Washington. His 
work appeared in The New Yorker, Granta, Harpers, The New York Review of Books, Outside, Atlantic Monthly, 
New Republic, The London Review of Books, and other magazines. In 1990 Raban, a British citizen, moved from 
London to Seattle, where he lived with his daughter until his death in 2023. 
 

UK publication date: Picador – 14th September 2023 
 
Praise for Father and Son: 
‘[Raban] is a master, as he has shown in his legendary travel writing, of summoning place and people with 
vivid economy. Haunting, Father and Son is an exquisite, sometimes lunatic tension between powerful 
emotions and carnage on one side, and on the other, the conventional codes of what must remain unsaid. 
This, Raban’s final work, is a gorgeous achievement.’ – Ian McEwan 
 
‘Coasting, observing, reporting candidly on what he saw, floating between genres...mixing adventures with 
memories and making a pattern of his journey through life was what Raban did best. And did exceptionally 
well... Father and Son is a fine achievement, a wide-ranging and compelling account with the author’s 
hallmarks of intelligence, erudition, humour and honest.’ – The Times Literary Supplement 
 
Rights sales for Father and Son: UK (Picador), US (Knopf). 
 
Previous publishers for Jonathan Raban: Belgium (Nevicata), Brazil (Objetiva), China (Nanjing 
University Press), Estonia (Varrak), France (Hoebeke), Germany (Mare Verlag), Israel (Am Oved), Italy 
(Einaudi), Japan (Tokyo Sogen Sha), Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Portugal (Quetzal), Russia (AST), Spain 
(Peninsula), Sweden (Norstedts), Taiwan (Marco Polo). 
 
Material available: Final PDF (300 pages)  
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Ian Fleming 
The Complete Man 

by Nicholas Shakespeare 
 

A fresh portrait of the man behind James Bond, and his 
enduring impact, by an award-winning biographer and novelist 

with unprecedented access to the Fleming Archive. 
 
Ian Fleming’s greatest creation, James Bond, has had an enormous and 
ongoing impact on our culture. What Bond represents about ideas of 
masculinity, the British national psyche and global politics has shifted 
over time, as has the interpretation of the life of his author. But 
Fleming himself was more mysterious and subtle than anything he 
wrote. 
 
Ian’s childhood with his gifted brother Peter and his extraordinary 

mother set the pattern for his ambition to be ‘the complete man’, and he would strive for the means to 
achieve this ‘completeness’ all his life. Only a writer for his last twelve years, his dramatic personal life and 
impressive career in Naval Intelligence put him at the heart of critical moments in world history, while also 
providing rich inspiration for his fiction. Exceptionally well connected, and widely travelled, from the 
United States and Soviet Russia to his beloved Jamaica, Ian had access to the most powerful political figures 
at a time of profound change. 
 
Nicholas Shakespeare is one of the most gifted biographers working today. His talent for uncovering 
material that casts new light on his subjects is fully evident in this masterful, definitive biography. His 
unprecedented access to the Fleming archives and his nose for a story make this a fresh and eye-opening 
picture of a man who lived his life in the shadow of his famous creation. 
 
NICHOLAS SHAKESPEARE was born in 1957. His books have been translated into twenty-two 
languages. They include The Vision of Elena Silves (winner of the Somerset Maugham Award), Snowleg, The 
Dancer Upstairs, Inheritance, Priscilla and Six Minutes in May. He has been longlisted for the Booker Prize twice 
and is a fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. 
 
Publication date: Harvill Secker (UK) – 5th October 2023; HarperCollins (US) – March 2024 
 
Praise for Ian Fleming: 
‘This is a marvellous book about Ian Fleming, but it’s also one of the most engaging portraits of a particular 
period of British history that I have read in a long time.’ – Antonia Fraser 
 
‘Shakespeare has the rare ability to reinvigorate subjects that had seemed exhausted. If, like me, you thought 
you knew all there was to be known about Ian Fleming, prepare for a surprise: the creator of James Bond 
turns out to be more interesting and less unpleasant than we had thought him to be. Shakespeare’s life of 
Bruce Chatwin showed him to be a very fine biographer, as well as a much-admired novelist; his life of Ian 
Fleming is equally compelling. Though a long book, it is written with such brio that the pace never slackens 
– much like a Bond, one might say.’ – Adam Sisman 
 
Rights sales for Ian Fleming: UK (Harvill Secker), US (HarperCollins); Japanese co-agent: Japan Uni. 
 
Material available: Final PDF 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Trading Game 
by Gary Stevenson 

 
An outrageous, white-knuckle journey to the dark heart of an 
intoxicating world – from someone who survived the trading 

game and then blew it all wide open. 
 
Ever since he was a kid, kicking broken footballs on the streets of East 
London in the shadow of Canary Wharf’s skyscrapers, Gary wanted 
something better. Something a whole lot bigger. 
 
Then he won a competition run by a bank: ‘The Trading Game’. The 
prize: a golden ticket to a new life, as the youngest trader in the whole 
city. A place where you could make more money than you’d ever 
imagined. Where your colleagues are dysfunctional maths geniuses, 
overfed public schoolboys and borderline psychopaths, yet they start 

to feel like family. Where soon you’re the bank’s most profitable trader, dealing in nearly a trillion dollars. 
A day. Where you dream of numbers in your sleep - and then stop sleeping at all. 
 
But what happens when winning starts to feel like losing? When the easiest way to make money is to bet 
on millions becoming poorer and poorer - and, as the economy starts slipping off a precipice, your own 
sanity starts slipping with it? You want to stop, but you can’t. Because nobody ever leaves. 
 
Would you stick, or quit? Even if it meant risking everything? 
  
GARY STEVENSON left trading in 2014, convinced that solving inequality was the only way to repair the 
world economy. Since then he has studied for an MSc at Oxford, volunteered at economic think tanks and 
founded a YouTube channel, GarysEconomics, which explains real-life economic problems to ordinary 
people. He has written for the Guardian, New Statesman, Mirror, OpenDemocracy and others, been profiled by 
the Observer and the New Statesman, and appears regularly on television and radio. 
 
UK publication date: Allen Lane – 29th February 2024 
 
Rights sales for The Trading Game: UK (Allen Lane), US (Crown), China (Citic), Finland (Atena, 
Otava), Germany (Ariston, Heyne), Japan (Hayakawa), Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Spain (Peninsula, 
Planeta), Taiwan (Commonwealth Publishing); Film and TV rights: Motive Pictures. 
 
Material available: First proofs (400 pages) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Politics on the Edge 
by Rory Stewart 

 
♦ The instant number one Sunday Times bestseller ♦ 

 
A searing insider’s account of ten extraordinary years in 

Parliament from Rory Stewart, former Cabinet minister and co-
presenter of breakout hit podcast The Rest Is Politics. 

 
Over the course of a decade from 2010, Rory Stewart went from being 
a political outsider to standing for prime minister - before being sacked 
from a Conservative Party that he had come to barely recognise. 
 
Tackling ministerial briefs on flood response and prison violence, 
engaging with conflict and poverty abroad as a foreign minister, and 
Brexit as a Cabinet minister, Stewart learned first-hand how 

profoundly hollow our democracy and government had become. 
 
Cronyism, ignorance and sheer incompetence ran rampant. Around him, individual politicians laid the 
foundations for the political and economic chaos of today. Stewart emerged battered but with a profound 
affection for his constituency of Penrith and the Border, and a deep direct insight into the era of populism 
and global conflict. 
 
Uncompromising, candid and darkly humorous, Politics On the Edge is his story of the challenges, absurdities 
and realities of political life and a remarkable portrait of our age. 
 
RORY STEWART served in the UK Cabinet as Secretary of State for International Development, and 
before that as Prisons Minister, Minister for Africa, Minister for Development, Environment Minister and 
Chair of the Defence Committee. He ran against Boris Johnson for the leadership of the Conservative Party 
in 2019. Earlier in his career he was briefly in the British Army, before serving as a diplomat in Indonesia, 
the Balkans and Iraq, establishing and running a charity in Afghanistan, and holding a chair at Harvard 
University. His 21-month 6,000-milewalk across Asia, including Afghanistan, is recorded in his New York 
Times bestseller, The Places in Between. His other books include Occupational Hazards and The Marches. 
 
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 14th September 2023 
 
Praise for Politics on the Edge: 
‘A genuine political classic.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘Stewart… is a writer and his first loyalty is to his readers. Most of them will share his despair at the small-
time mediocrities who dominate modern politics. Almost all will appreciate the book’s viciousness, 
eccentricity, wit and intelligence.’ – The Times (Book of the Week) 
 
‘A vital work of documentation: Orwell down the coal mine, Swift on religious excess. We should be 
grateful it was written and that Stewart never stopped being interesting.’ – Alan Johnson, Guardian 
 
‘One of the most devastating insider accounts of Westminster I have ever read.’ – Marina Hyde 
 
Rights sales for Politics on the Edge: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Penguin Press), Netherlands 
(Prometheus), Poland (under offer); Japanese co-agent: The English Agency. 
 
Material available: Final PDF (400 pages) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Chain 
by Chimene Suleyman 

 
Alone, we were becoming the lies he had told us. 

Together, we were learning to unravel them. 
 
In January 2017, Chimene Suleyman was on her way to an abortion 
clinic in Queens, New York with her boyfriend, the father of her 
nascent child. It was the last day they would spend together. In an 
extraordinary sequence of events, Chimene was to discover the truth 
of her boyfriend’s life: that she and many other women had been 
subtly, patiently and painfully betrayed.   
  
In this spellbinding memoir Suleyman exposes one man’s control over 
many women and the trauma he left behind. With hard-won wisdom 
she celebrates the sisterhood that formed in his wake despite – and in 

spite of – him. Written with a fierce heart and an intoxicating rhythm, Suleyman explores how women are 
duped every day by individuals, and interrogates how society itself continually allows this to happen. She 
demonstrates that, no matter how intelligent, educated or self-aware they might be, over time a woman can 
be played into performing the age-old role of giver and nurturer: self-sacrificing and subordinate.   
 
Both a devastating personal testimony and a searing indictment of persistent misogyny, The Chain is a book 
for any woman who has questioned her relationship and buried her doubts, and for any woman who has 
been sheltered by the fierce protection of her female friends. 
 
CHIMENE SULEYMAN is a poet and writer of Turkish Cypriot descent who lives in London. She has 
written on the politics of race and immigration and her work has appeared in the Guardian, Independent, BBC, 
NPR and Sky. She is the co-editor of The Good Immigrant USA. 
 
UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 28th March 2024 
 
Rights sales for The Chain: UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), US (HarperCollins).  
 
Material available: First proofs (230 pages) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 


